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2nd Samuel Chapter 19 
 
V: 1-4  Joab is informed that David is grieving for his son; this would be no 
 surprise to Joab or to anyone else who knew David. 
 

 David wept when his adversaries died; Saul, Abner, and Ishbosheth – certainly 
he would do no less for his own son. 

 
 Ezekiel 33:11 “Say unto them, as I live, saith the Lord God, I have no  
  pleasure in the death of the wicked;…”  
 

 This was a bittersweet victory, hard to celebrate – so they returned somberly to 
Mahanaim from whence they had come. 

 
 David grieved bitterly knowing that Absalom had been a rebellious, un-repentant, 

un-regenerate son.  David’s grief was probably heightened by the sense that he 
had lost his son for all eternity. 

 
V: 5-8  Joab is a walking, talking, cold slap in the face – he is David’s wake up 
 call trying to keep the kingdom together. 
 

 It’s not entirely inappropriate to grieve over Absalom, but he does have other 
sons and daughters, and wives, and a kingdom that all need him and for which 
he should be grateful, and for which he is still responsible. 

 
 Ecclesiastes 3:1 “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every   
  purpose under the heaven.” 
 

 This too is a season that will soon pass. 
 

 Joab is right, David needs to face up to the fact that Absalom would have killed 
him and all his family, that this was his intent – and that he had to be dealt with, 
which he was. 

 
 Joab tells David that he needs to get up and speak comfort to his subjects and 

minister to them or he could lose everything.   
 

 While the rebellion is over, there is still a lingering spirit of rebellion and David 
must act to counter it or all could still be lost. 

 
 David then receives Joab’s counsel and everyone takes note that David is sitting 

at the gate, he’s back in command, he’s back! 
 

 Our attitude and demeanor very much affect the people around us, we should 
seek to be a positive influence, and a good witness to those around us. 

 
 Aaron’s two oldest sons had just been consumed in fire from God: 

 Leviticus 10:6 “6And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar and unto  
  Ithamar, his sons, uncover not your heads, neither rend your clothes; lest  
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  ye die, and lest wrath come upon all the people: but let your brethren, the  
  whole house of Israel, bewail the burning which the Lord hath kindled.   
  7And ye shall not go out from the door of the tabernacle of the   
  congregation, lest ye die: for the anointing oil of the Lord is upon you.  And 
  they did according to the word of Moses.” 
 

 If God’s anointing is on our life, we don’t have the “right” to pout, or whimper, or 
whine.  It’s the mature saint who learns to cast their cares upon Him, not on 
those around us. 

 
 1 Peter 5:7 “Casting all your care upon him; for He careth for you.” 
 
 Philippians 4:11 “… for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to  
  be content.” 
 
V: 9-10 The nation was in confusion and strife; who’s in charge? 
 

 David has been our king, he saved us from the Philistines, but he’s gone and 
Absalom who we thought would take his place is dead. 

 
 Why don’t we bring David back? 

 
 Without a shepherd or a leader the nation would simply fall back to the era of the 

judges: 
 
 Judges 17:6  “In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did  
  that which was right in his own eyes.” 
 
V: 11-15 David is hearing the talk of the nation about bringing him back to rule, but 
 he’s not hearing anything from the tribe of Judah – his own family. 
 

 The Rebellion started in Hebron, the capital of Judah – they may have been 
thinking that there might be reprisals or punishment ahead. 

 
 David sends word to the priests Zadok & Abiathar instructing them to challenge 

the tribe of Judah on why they haven’t sought to bring the king back. 
 

 David repeats the words to them that they spoke to him when they anointed him 
to be their king – you are my bone and flesh. 

 
 Then David turns to Amasa, formerly his son Absalom’s general and promotes 

him to be “captain” or leader over the army of Israel in place of Joab. 
 

 David is no doubt upset with Joab for having disobeyed his order not to harm 
Absalom, it being known that Joab had actually killed Absalom, but this is more 
than just replacing Joab. 
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 As David appoints Amasa to command his army, it is a signal to the rest of the 
elders of Israel who had cooperated with Absalom that they too would be 
pardoned, forgiven, and insured a place in the kingdom.  

 
 Psalm 133:1  “Oh how good and how pleasant it is when brethren dwell  
  together in unity.” 
 

  It was a unifying political move.  David certainly knew how to make war, but he 
also knew how to make peace, and this was a conciliatory gesture on his part. 

 
 David is characteristically quick to forgive his enemies; but at the same time it 

appears that Joab has finally worn out his welcome. 
 

 David moved the hearts of the men of Judah and they asked him to return; which 
he does, crossing the Jordan at Gilgal where they meet the king to escort him 
back to Jerusalem. 

 
 1 Samuel 16:13 “And the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day  
  forward.” 
 

 God’s favor was still upon David, through his shortcoming and trials, God was 
still there. 

 
 At one point, Jesus who is the rightful king of Israel and the earth – who was rejected said: 

 Matthew 23:39 “For I say unto you, ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye  
  shall say, blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.” 
 

 In other words, He won’t come back until you truly pray for His return. 
 
 
V: 16-21 Shimei, the Benjamite that was so bitter about David being king, the one 
 who was throwing rocks and cursing him on the way out of town, along with a 
 thousand Benjamites, and  Ziba (Saul’s steward) who had apparently stayed behind, 
 not in Jerusalem but in the area of Jericho, they all come to greet, and to  
 welcome David home.  
 

 Shimei in particular humbles himself before David asking for forgiveness. 
 
 Abishai wants to avenge the king, but is for the 2nd time against Shimei restrained 

by the king.  David is demonstrating restraint: 
 
 James 1:19 “Wherefore my beloved brethren, let everyman be swift to hear,  
  slow to speak, slow to wrath.” 
 
V: 22-23 David corrects Abishai; this is not a day for retribution, it is a day for 
 celebration – the king is back; enough people have died. 
 

 Because Shimei humbled himself before the king; he shall live… 
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 Like the appointment of Amasa, Shimei’s pardon sends a message to the rest of 
Israel that like the elders of Israel, the regular people and soldiers are pardoned 
as well. 

 
 
V: 24-28 Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan and the king’s ward now arrives to 
 greet the king. 
 

 He had not taken care of himself in David’s absence, he didn’t dress his feet, trim 
his beard, or change his clothes – all signs of grief and mourning. 

 
 David warily looks past this and asks Mephibosheth why he didn’t follow after him 

when he fled Jerusalem, being part of his household. 
 

 Mephibosheth explains that Ziba had tricked him, left him behind, and slandered 
him to the king.   

 
 Mephibosheth yields to David’s judgment, just being glad to have the king home 

again. 
 
V: 29-30 It seems somewhat un-characteristic of David as he tells Mephibosheth 
 that he’s already divided his property giving half to Ziba and “that’s that”, there’s 
 more to it than that – David is showing real wisdom here.   
 

 Later king Solomon (1 Kings 3) would be presented with a difficult situation with 
two women claiming the same child – ultimately he told his men to cut the child in 
half and give each woman a half.  The real mother cried out not to do it, while the 
other was fine with that solution – thus he determined who the real mother was. 

 
 When David told Mephibosheth that he just lost half his property to Ziba – he 

didn’t care and said so – “take it all” – “I’m just so glad that you’re back safe!” – 
David then truly knew where Mephibosheth stood. 

 
 Mephibosheth loved the giver more than the gifts! 

 
 Matthew 6:24 “No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the  
  one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the  
  other.  Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” 
 

 1 Timothy 6:6 “But godliness with contentment is great gain.” 
 
 
V: 31-38 Barzillai who’s name means “Made of Iron”; David’s wealthy host while in 
 exile, taking care of his needs escorts David to the Jordan, parting with him there 
 citing his age and shunning the glamour of the kings court.  He sends his son 
 Chimham in his place. 
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 On his death bed David would remember Barzillai and his generosity and his 
help to David, he would instruct Solomon to take good care of his descendants, 
which he did. 

 
V: 39-40 David crossed over the Jordan river back into Israel proper, he parted with 
 Barzillai whom he kissed, blessed, and sent back to his own house. 
 

 All the people of Judah, and ½ the men of Israel conducted / escorted the king 
back to Jerusalem. 

 
V: 41-43 All the men of Israel, the remainder respond to escort David back to 
 Jerusalem and they seek to demonstrate their loyalty by accusing the men of 
 Judah of trying to “steal the king away”. 
 

 Suddenly everyone wants to be near the king; either having come to their senses 
with Absalom gone or possibly fearing reprisals and wanting to appear more loyal 
than anyone else. 

 
 They are fickle; last week they were fighting against David, this week their 

fighting over David: 
 

 The same people that one day were crying out to Jesus “Hosanna, Hosanna in 
the highest!” were just a day or two later crying out “crucify him, crucify him!” 

 
 Sadly we all have the same tendency, it’s our sin nature and our wicked hearts. 

 
 Jeremiah 17:9 “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately  
  wicked: who can know it?” 
 

 We see in this passage the seeds of dissension that will ultimately divide the 
nation into the Southern & Northern kingdoms – or of Judah and the Northern 
Kingdom after the death of Solomon some 50 or so years later. 

 

2nd Samuel Chapter 20 
 
 John 16:33 “These things I have spoken unto you, that in Me ye might have  
  peace.  In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of Good cheer; I have  
  overcome the world.” 
 

 Sometimes our lives are like David’s; he just put down one rebellion, dealt with 
one situation, then there’s another; there’s another rebellion, division in the 
ranks, in-fighting, intrigue:  

 We shouldn’t be surprised at having to deal with multiple situations all at the 
same time – it’s just another reminder that this world is not our home we’re just 
passing through. 

 
V: 1-2  Sheba – a Benjamite, described as a “man of Belial” – a man of the Devil. 
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 Sheba seeking to seize the moment, blows a trumpet drawing the people’s 
attention, then says that Israel has no part in David – contradicting what the rest 
of Israel has just said. 

 
 Proverbs 6:16-19 “16These six things doth the Lord hate: yea, seven are an  
  abomination unto Him:  17A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that  
  shed innocent blood, 18an heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet  
  that be swift in running to mischief, 19a false witness that speaketh lies,  
  and he that soweth discord among brethren.” 
 

 Israel departs under Sheba’s divisive leadership, and Judah escorts David back 
to Jerusalem. 

 
V: 3 Upon arrival at home, David takes the 10 concubines that were taken by 
 Absalom and sets them aside, refusing to go to them any more. 
 

 Being set aside, living as widows – their husband Absalom was dead. 
 
 At this point it seems that David is all done collecting wives and concubines; 

perhaps now he’s seen what calamity it has brought upon him. 
 
V: 4-7 David addresses Amasa, his new general ordering him to assemble the men of 
 Judah – just of Judah, not all Israel, within 3 days – and to track Sheba down and 
 deal with him.   
 

 We don’t know why but Amasa goes AWOL and doesn’t show.  So David sends 
Abishai out to do the same thing. 

 Joab and his men join the men of Judah, as do the Cherthites and Pelethites, 
and all the mighty men of valor who normally accompanied David to battle. 

 Sheba is a dead man and doesn’t know it yet. 
 
 
V: 8-10 Amasa catches up to the group at the great rock of Gibeon.  Joab is 
 girded up, wearing his armor with a sword & scabbard attached. 
 

 As Joab moves forward to greet Amasa and the sword starts to fall (probably part of the 

ruse) out while he is at the same asking Amasa if he’s ok, Joab then takes hold of 
Amasa’s beard as if to give him a kiss – but instead runs Amasa through with the 
sword killing him, disemboweling him in the process. 

 
 Proverbs 27:6 “Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an  
  enemy are deceitful.” 
 

 Joab is ambidextrous, able to use a sword with either hand very effectively – a 
killing machine but he’s not showing restraint or discernment, his sword and ours 
should be directed at the enemy, not his brother! 

 
 David’s promotion of Amasa was intended as a gesture, it sent a message.  Joab 

killing the same man also sent a message, a contrary message. 
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V: 11-13 One of Joab’s men stood by the dying Amasa and asked who’s with Joab 
 and for David?  And of course a graphic display of those who answer wrongly… 
 

 Everyone stopped to look at Amasa which held everything up so this same man 
dragged him off into a field and covered him – and everyone proceeded in the 
pursuit of Sheba to deal with him. 

 
 
V: 14-15 They pursued Sheba to Abel and Bethmaachah, where the Berites joined 
 with him.  This is up North of Dan, almost into Lebanon. 
(Map) 

 Joab and his force then surrounded and besieged Bethmaachah and began to 
batter the walls attacking the city. 

 
V: 16-22 As the city is under siege, a wise woman calls over the wall to Joab – she 
 negotiates a deal to hand over Sheba, or at least his head, which is what Joab 
 wants, then he’ll withdraw from the city. 
 

 Sheba’s head is tossed over the wall, and Joab calls off the siege and returns to 
Jerusalem to the king. 

 
V: 23-26 A listing of David’s cabinet / staff: 
 

1. Joab, general of the army. (No challengers for that job…) 
2. Benaiah head of the Cherethites & Pelethites: David’s personal guard. 
3. Adoram over the tribute, tax collector. 
4. Jehoshaphat – recorder, historian. 
5. Sheva – scribe, interpreter of the Law. 
6. Zadok & Abiathar, priests. 
7. Ira, chief ruler about David, chief of staff. 

 
 
 Why do we have this listing at the end of this chapter?  It is a picture of stability, 

which for a nation recovering from a civil war is needed, it’s nice knowing who is in 
charge. 

 
Isaiah 6:1 “In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, 
 high and lifted up, and His train filled the Temple.” 
 

 It is nice knowing who is in charge! 
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